[Status of sonography versus roentgen and computed tomography in the diagnosis of nephrocalcinosis].
Sonography proves a highly sensitive instrument in recognition of nephrocalcinosis (nc). We demonstrate four cases of cortical and medullary nc of different etiology. While abdominal x-rays were unsuspective sonography demonstrated typical findings of nc. In the medullary type of nc the sonographic findings are typical. On the other hand cortical hyperechogenity does not prove nc but in extreme cases. Computerized tomography is able to measure Hounsfield Units and to demonstrate by this deposits of calcium without necessity of histology. We discuss the differential diagnosis of highly echogenic cortical and medullary renal tissue.